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these overt attacks on the Whigs; and when the Occasional Conformity Bill
appeared in the Lords for a third time in 1704, they openly voted against it,
though on the previous two occasions they had gone into the lobby with its
supporters.

There was another reason for this change of political front, and this necessi-
tates our retracing our steps somewhat in order to understand what had been
happening abroad during these two years when Tories and Whigs wrangled over
" occasional conformity " in parliament. At the beginning of the war France
had the advantage : she had four armies in the field, and all were operating in
enemy territory. At sea, however, the advantage lay with the allies : the
English fleet was now vastly superior to the French ; and not only equal to the
task of defending England's shores against the risks of invasion, but also of
carrying the war into the Mediterranean. Marlborough quickly established his
reputation as a soldier and diplomat. In 1702 he took Venloo and Lifege and
thereby secured the line of the Meuse; and in the following year his capture of
Bonn compelled the French to evacuate the lower Rhine. These movements
saved Holland and opened communications with north Germany.

Austria was the weak member of the alliance against the French. Not only
was she removed from the main theatre of war in the Low Countries, but athwart
her line of communication with her allies lay the Francophile Bavaria, and, in
addition, disaffection in Hungary made the Austrian government reluctant to
send forces out of their country. Louis believed that the capture of Vienna
would shatter the alliance, and the French general Tallard was detailed off to
carry out this daring plan. Marlborough knew that neither his fellow-countrymen
nor the Dutch would allow him to take English and Dutch regiments to the aid
of the threatened Vienna, but he was nevertheless determined to do so ; and
after blinding the Dutch as to his intentions, and being assured that at home
his wife and Godolphin would " manage " the queen, he marched boldly into
Bavaria. In July 1704 he took Donauwerth and was master of Bavaria ; and
on the isth of the following month he overwhelmed the French at Blenheim.

The Tories at home were furious at Marlborough's removal of English troops
out of the Low Countries to save Vienna, but in the face of his spectacular
victory which was given such popular emphasis when the flags of the captured
French and Bavarian regiments were paraded through London's streets, the
most that could be done to show Tory disapproval was to minimise Marlborough's
services in a thoroughly petty way and to embarrass his Whig friends. Thus,
during the elections of 1705, the whole weight of the Marlborough influence was
thrown into the scales on the side of the Whigs ; and the result was that they
obtained a small majority over their Tory opponents in the Commons, Con-
vinced, like Marlborough, that the factiousness of the Tories would jeopardise
the English position abroad, and reminded by Sarah Churchill that only by